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Delta County Memorial Hospital 

Policies & Procedures – COVID-19 

COVID PAPR Policy 

I. PURPOSE:   

A. To establish guidelines for the fitting and use of Personal Air Purifying Respirator 
(PAPR) at using Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.    

II. SCOPE: 

A. Due to limited supply of PAPR’s, PAPR’s will only be utilized on patients with PUI 
(Person under Investigation) of the COVID 19 virus with symptoms while performing 
intubation or aerosolizing procedures. 

B. Intubation team should be limited to three people: Registered Nurse, Respiratory 
Therapist and the Intubating Provider. The PAPR will be used by the Intubating provider 
and other teams members will wear the necessary N-95 mask, unless team member 
failed the fit test. If the team member has failed the fit test they will not be utilized on the 
team.  

C. The PAPR’s will be assigned and will need to be maintained and cleaned appropriately 
for next patient use. Once finished with use, return to the Emergency Room for storage.  

III. EQUIPMENT: 

A. Versaflo TR-600 with NIOSH 3M filter TR-6710N or TR-6530N with Head Shroud 
B. 3M PAPR Turbo Unit: Breathe Easy with 3 RBE-57 Canister Filters with Head Shroud 

Donning and Doffing PAPR: https://youtu.be/z-SYdBWwCG4 
3M Turbo Unit link: 
https://www.globalsafetyco.com/pdfs/3m_LooseFitting_PAPR_CBRN_Syst.pdf 

Cleaning Turbo Unit:  Prepzyme spray with warm water and cloth to wipe down machine and 
allow to air dry.  Keep filters for additional use, please put your name on them to avoid mix up. 

https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1793959O/cleaning-and-disinfecting-3m-reusable-
respirators-following-potential-exposure-to-coronaviruses.pdf 

Versaflo Cleaning Machine: Prepzyme spray with warm water and cloth to wipe down machine 
and allow to air dry. Keep filters and mask for additional use, please put your name on them to 
avoid mix up. 

 https://youtu.be/lH3pXc0vRBc  

Using the Versaflo: https://youtu.be/eiEMkHq3DtA   

  

https://youtu.be/z-SYdBWwCG4
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Step by step Instructions Versaflo PAPR use:  

1. Inspect the following if parts are missing or damaged, replace prior to proceeding. 

2. Motor/blower: Inspect for cracks, holes, damage to user interface panel and belt 
attachments. 

3. Battery pack: Confirm case is intact. Press TEST button on pack to confirm charge is 
sufficient for duration of the work period.  

4. Breathing tube: Examine breathing tube for tears, holes or cracks. Bend the tube to 
verify that it is flexible and not showing signs of wear. Ensure the O-rings located at 
both ends of the breathing tube are present and intact.  

5. Filter/cartridge: Inspect round center gasket and barrier for dirt, tears, cuts, distortion 
or indentations. Replace Filter/cartridge if any damage is noted or suspected.  

  A. Filter will be replaced: 

1) When indicated by PAPR unit   

2) After use during highly infectious isolation   

3) Annually  

6. Headgear: Inspect the headgear for tears, cuts, loose stitching, cracks, discoloration 
or other signs of damage.  

Donning PAPR (Versflo):  

I. Assemble the PAPR Unit:  

1. Attach battery pack to bottom of motor/blower. Pack latches with a distinct click. Gently 
pull to confirm a secure connection.  

2. Place the filter/cartridge into the filter cover, ensuring bottom latching tab snaps into 
place.  

Note: If not using the filter cover, proceed to next step and attach the filter/cartridge 
directly to the motor/blower. 

3. Place the hinge side of the filter/cartridge into the motor/blower, then snap latch side into 
the filter latch. 

4. Filter/cartridge latches with a distinct click. Gently pull to confirm a secure connection.  

5. Attach motor/blower to belt or backpack. 

6. Insert the end of the breathing tube with the two small prongs into slots in the 
motor/blower air outlet. Twist the breathing tube ¼ turn to the right (clockwise) to lock.  
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7. Attach breathing tube to headgear. Push the QRS end of the breathing tube (blue pinch 
clip) onto the air inlet of the headgear. Headgear will secure with a distinct click. Gently 
pull to confirm a secure connection.  

II. Perform Flow Check:  

1. If installed, remove breathing tube.  

2. Insert air flow indicator into the outlet on the motor/blower unit.  

3. Start motor/blower. Run for 1 minute.  

4. With the airflow indicator in a vertical position, bottom of the floating ball must be at, or 
above, the minimum flow level indicated on airflow indicator chart for your ‘zone’. If not 
above minimum level, respirator system must not be used until evaluated and repaired.  

 5. Remove air flow indicator and perform low flow alarm test   

a. With the motor/blower on tightly cover the outlet of the motor/blower with the palm of 
your hand. The motor should automatically speed up, attempting to compensate for 
the low airflow condition.   

b. Continue to press your palm tightly against the end of the outlet, making a tight seal. In 
less than approximately 30 seconds, the unit will sound an audible and vibratory alarm, 
and the bottom bar of the filter flow indicator will flash red.   

c. If alarm fails to sound, do not use unit.  

 6.  Reattach breathing tube and headgear before use.  

III. Don PAPR Unit:  

1. Turn on motor/blower by pressing and holding blue on/off button.  

2. Use belt or backpack to attach PAPR to wearer. 

3. Pull headgear overhead and adjust  

IV. Doffing:  

1. Remove hood and PPE in correct fashion 

2.  Disassemble unit and follow cleaning and storage procedures.  Prepzyme spray with 
warm water and cloth to wipe down machine and allow to air dry. Keep filters and mask 
for additional use, please put your name on them to avoid mix up. 
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